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DEVICE AND METHOD FOR CORRECTING
DUTY CYCLE, AND RECEIVER INCLUDING
THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

A claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 is made to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2012-0148658 filed Dec.
18, 2012, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

The inventive concepts described herein relate to a duty
cycle correcting device, a duty cycle correcting method, and
a receiver using the duty cycle correcting device and method.

Like a clock signal, a pulse signal having a plurality of
pulses may have a predetermined duty cycle. The duty cycle
may indicate a ratio of a pulse width to a pulse period, and a
measure may be designated by “%”.

A duty cycle corrector to correct a duty cycle may be
applied to a delay locked loop (DLL) or a phase locked loop
(PLL) such that a duty cycle of an output clock signal main-
tains a predetermined value (e.g., 50%).

The duty cycle corrector may store information on a duty
error (e.g., indicating a level by which a duty cycle gets out of
adesired duty cycle), and may correct the duty error of a clock
signal using the stored information.

A conventional duty cycle corrector may correct only a
duty of a clock signal where a pulse is repeated periodically.
The conventional duty cycle corrector may not correct a duty
cycle of a data signal for transferring data in a digital manner
using a pulse. For this reason, a range of the conventional duty
cycle corrector may be limited.

SUMMARY

One object of the inventive concept is to provide device and
method capable of correcting a duty cycle of a clock signal
having regularly iterated pulses and a duty cycle of a data
signal having irregular pulses and a receiver including the
apparatus and method.

Another object of the inventive concept is to provide a duty
cycle correcting device, which operates using an asynchro-
nous clock in a high-speed communications system, a duty
cycle correcting method, and a receiver including the duty
cycle correcting device and method.

One aspect of embodiments of the inventive concept is
directed to provide a duty cycle correcting device which
comprises a pulse width adjusting unit which adjusts a pulse
width of an input signal according to a pulse width control
code; a comparison unit which compares an output signal of
the pulse width control unit with a plurality of reference
voltages; and a control unit which selects one of a plurality of
pulse width control codes based on comparison data from the
comparison unit and provides the selected pulse width control
code to the pulse width adjusting unit.

In example embodiments, the comparison unit compares a
level of the output signal with a level of the reference voltage
at a rising or falling transition time of a clock signal.

In example embodiments, the clock signal is an asynchro-
nous signal the period of which is different from that of the
input signal.

In example embodiments, the duty cycle correcting device
further comprises a sampling unit which samples the output
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signal periodically, and wherein the comparison unit com-
pares a sample signal from the sampling unit with the refer-
ence voltage.

In example embodiments, the duty cycle correcting device
further comprises a reference voltage signal generator which
receives a reference voltage control code from the control unit
and generates a signal having a voltage set by the reference
voltage control code.

In example embodiments, the control unit changes the
reference voltage control code such that a voltage of a signal
from the reference voltage signal generator is changed to
control such that a plurality of reference voltages is sequen-
tially provided to the comparison unit.

In example embodiments, the control unit changes a pulse
width control code such that a pulse width of the output signal
is changed to provide a plurality of pulse width control codes
sequentially to the pulse width control unit.

In example embodiments, the control unit calculates a
probability density function, associated with each of the pulse
width control codes, on the event that a level of the output
signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage, based on
the comparison data, calculates a difference between the larg-
est function value and the second-largest function value in the
probability density function, and selects one, having the
smallest difference, from among the pulse width control
codes to output the selected pulse width control code to the
pulse width adjusting unit.

In example embodiments, the control unit calculates a
cumulative distribution function by counting the event that a
level of the output signal is higher than a level of a reference
voltage, with respect to each of the reference voltages and
calculates the probability density function using the cumula-
tive distribution function.

In example embodiments, the input signal is a data signal
for transferring data using a pulse.

Another aspect of embodiments of the inventive concept is
directed to provide a duty cycle correcting method which
comprises adjusting a pulse width of an input signal accord-
ing to a pulse width control code, through a pulse width
adjusting unit; comparing an output signal of the pulse width
control unit with a plurality of reference voltages, through a
comparison unit; selecting one of a plurality of pulse width
control codes based on comparison data from the comparison
unit, through a control unit; and providing the selected pulse
width control code to the pulse width adjusting unit through
the control unit.

In example embodiments, the comparing comprises com-
paring a level of the output signal with a level of the reference
voltage at a rising or falling transition time of a clock signal.

In example embodiments, the clock signal is an asynchro-
nous signal the period of which is different from that of the
input signal.

In example embodiments, the comparing comprises sam-
pling the output signal periodically through a sampling unit;
and comparing a sample signal from the sampling unit with
the reference voltage through the comparison unit.

In example embodiments, the selecting comprises calcu-
lating a probability density function, associated with each of
a pulse width control codes, on the event that a level of the
output signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage,
based on the comparison data through the control unit; cal-
culating a difference between the largest function value and
the second-largest function value in the probability density
function through the control unit; and selecting one, having
the smallest difference, from among the pulse width control
codes through the control unit.
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In example embodiments, the calculating a probability
density function comprises calculating a cumulative distribu-
tion function by counting the event that a level of the output
signal is higher than a level of a reference voltage, with
respect to each of the reference voltages; and calculating the
probability density function using the cumulative distribution
function.

Still another aspect of embodiments of the inventive con-
cept is directed to provide a duty cycle correcting method
which acquires comparison data by comparing each of pulses
signals, having different duty cycles, with a plurality of ref-
erence voltages and selects one of the plurality of pulse sig-
nals based on the comparison data, using a duty cycle cor-
recting device.

Still another aspect of embodiments of the inventive con-
cept is directed to provide a receiver which comprises an
equalizer which equalizes an input signal; and a duty cycle
corrector which corrects a duty cycle of the equalized signal.
The duty cycle corrector comprises a pulse width adjusting
unit which adjusts a pulse width of an input signal according
to a pulse width control code; a comparison unit which com-
pares an output signal of the pulse width control unit with a
plurality of reference voltages; and a control unit which
selects one of a plurality of pulse width control codes based
on comparison data from the comparison unit.

In example embodiments, the control unit calculates a
probability density function, associated with each of a pulse
width control codes, on the event that a level of the output
signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage, based on
the comparison data through the control unit, calculates a
difference between the largest function value and the second-
largest function value in the probability density function
through the control unit, and selects one, having the smallest
difference, from among the pulse width control codes to
output the selected pulse width control code to the pulse width
adjusting unit.

In example embodiments, the control unit calculates a
cumulative distribution function by counting the event that a
level of the output signal is higher than a level of a reference
voltage, with respect to each of the reference voltages and
calculates the probability density function using the cumula-
tive distribution function.

A duty cycle correcting method according to an embodi-
ment of the inventive concept is stored at a computer-readable
storage medium as a program to be executed by a computer.

With an embodiment of the inventive concept, it is possible
to correct a duty cycle of a clock signal having regularly
iterated pulses and a duty cycle of a data signal having irregu-
lar pulses to transfer data in a digital manner.

With an embodiment of the inventive concept, a duty cycle
of'adata signal may be maintained to have 50%. A jitter noise
of a pulse stream may be reduced, and a bit error rate (BER)
of a signal may be reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The above and other objects and features will become
apparent from the following description with reference to the
following figures, wherein like reference numerals refer to
like parts throughout the various figures unless otherwise
specified, and wherein

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a duty
cycle correcting device according to an embodiment of the
inventive concept.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a pulse width adjusted by a
pulse width adjusting unit according to an embodiment of the
inventive concept.
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FIG. 3 is ablock diagram schematically illustrating a com-
parison unit according to an embodiment of the inventive
concept.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a com-
parison unit according to another embodiment of the inven-
tive concept.

FIGS. 5 to 8 are diagrams for describing a process in which
a probability density function is calculated through compari-
son of an output signal of a pulse width adjusting unit with
plural reference voltages.

FIG. 9 shows graphs of a cumulative distribution function
calculated based on comparison data and a probability den-
sity function calculated based on the cumulative distribution
function.

FIG. 10 shows graphs of probability density functions cal-
culated with respect to plural pulse width control codes and
differences between function values calculated.

FIG. 11 shows output signals according to pulse width
control codes corresponding to graphs of probability density
functions of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating a duty cycle correcting
method according to an embodiment of the inventive concept.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart for describing an operation of
selecting one of a plurality of pulse width control code
according to an embodiment of the inventive concept.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating a duty cycle correcting
method according to another embodiment of the inventive
concept.

FIG.151s ablock diagram schematically illustrating a duty
cycle corrector according to an embodiment of the inventive
concept.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments will be described in detail with reference to
the accompanying drawings. The inventive concept, however,
may be embodied in various different forms, and should not
be construed as being limited only to the illustrated embodi-
ments. Rather, these embodiments are provided as examples
so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will
fully convey the concept of the inventive concept to those
skilled in the art. Accordingly, known processes, elements,
and techniques are not described with respect to some of the
embodiments of the inventive concept. Unless otherwise
noted, like reference numerals denote like elements through-
out the attached drawings and written description, and thus
descriptions will not be repeated. In the drawings, the sizes
and relative sizes of layers and regions may be exaggerated
for clarity.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first”, “sec-
ond”, “third”, etc., may be used herein to describe various
elements, components, regions, layers and/or sections, these
elements, components, regions, layers and/or sections should
not be limited by these terms. These terms are only used to
distinguish one element, component, region, layer or section
from another region, layer or section. Thus, a first element,
component, region, layer or section discussed below could be
termed a second element, component, region, layer or section
without departing from the teachings of the inventive con-
cept.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath”, “below”,
“lower”, “under”, “above”, “upper” and the like, may be used
herein for ease of description to describe one element or
feature’s relationship to another element(s) or feature(s) as
illustrated in the figures. It will be understood that the spa-
tially relative terms are intended to encompass different ori-
entations of the device in use or operation in addition to the
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orientation depicted in the figures. For example, if the device
in the figures is turned over, elements described as “below” or
“beneath” or “under” other elements or features would then
be oriented “above” the other elements or features. Thus, the
exemplary terms “below” and “under” can encompass both
an orientation of above and below. The device may be other-
wise oriented (rotated 90 degrees or at other orientations) and
the spatially relative descriptors used herein interpreted
accordingly. In addition, it will also be understood that when
a layer is referred to as being “between” two layers, it can be
the only layer between the two layers, or one or more inter-
vening layers may also be present.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the inventive concept. As used herein, the singular
forms “a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
[t will be further understood that the terms “comprises™ and/
or “comprising,” when used 1n this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. As
used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all combina-
tions of one or more of the associated listed items. Also, the
term “exemplary” is intended to refer to an example or illus-
tration.

It will be understood that when an element or layer is
referred to as being “on”, “connected to”, “coupled to”, or
“adjacent to” another element or layer, it can be directly on,
connected, coupled, or adjacent to the other element or layer,
or intervening elements or layers may be present. In contrast,
when an element is referred to as being “directly on,”
“directly connected to”, “directly coupled to”, or “immedi-
ately adjacent to” another element or layer, there are no inter-
vening elements or layers present.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this inventive concept belongs. It will be further under-
stood that terms, such as those defined in commonly used
dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art
and/or the present specification and will not be interpreted in
an idealized or overly formal sense unless expressly so
defined herein.

With duty cycle correcting device and method of the inven-
tive concept, comparison of plural reference voltages with
plural pulse signals having different duty cycles may be
executed, and an optimal pulse signal (e.g., a pulse signal
having a duty cycle of 50%) may be selected from the plural
pulse signals based on comparison data.

With duty cycle correcting device and method of the inven-
tive concept, for example, a duty cycle of a pulse signal
having the smallest difference may be decided to correspond
to 50% by calculating a probability density function on the
case that each of the plural pulse signals is larger than a
reference voltage, based on the comparison data, and calcu-
lating a difference between the probability that an amplitude
ofa pulse signal corresponds to “1” and the probability thatan
amplitude of a pulse signal corresponds to “0”, from the
probability density function.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a duty
cycle correcting device 100 according to an embodiment of
the inventive concept. As illustrated in FIG. 1, a duty cycle
correcting device 100 may include a pulse width adjusting
unit 11, a comparison unit 12, and a control unit 13.
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The pulse width adjusting unit 11 may adjust a pulse width
ofaninputsignal according to a pulse width control code. The
comparisonunit 12 may compare an output signal of the pulse
width adjusting unit 11 with a plurality of reference voltages.
The control unit 13 may select one of a plurality of pulse
width control codes based on comparison data output from
the comparison unit 12, and may provide the selected pulse
width control code to the pulse width adjusting unit 11.

With an embodiment of the inventive concept, the pulse
width adjusting unit 11 may receive a pulse signal having a
plurality of pulses to adjust a pulse width of the input pulse
signal.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a pulse width adjusted by a
pulse width adjusting unit 11 according to an embodiment of
the inventive concept.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, in the case that a pulse width of an
input signal of a pulse width adjusting unit 11 is “W,”, apulse
width of the input signal may be adjusted to ““W,” through the
pulse width adjusting unit 11. In other words, the pulse width
adjusting unit 11 may change a duty cycle by adjusting a pulse
width of the input signal.

In example embodiments, the input signal of the pulse
width adjusting unit 11 may be a data signal for transferring
data using pulses. In other example embodiments, the input
signal of the pulse width adjusting unit 11 may be a clock
signal having regularly iterated pulses.

The pulse width adjusting unit 11 may adjust a pulse width
of the input signal according to a pulse width control code. In
example embodiments, the pulse width control code may be
provided from a control unit 13.

In example embodiments, the control unit 13 may change
the pulse width control code such that a pulse width of an
output signal of the pulse width adjusting unit 11 is changed,
and may provide the pulse width control code to the pulse
width adjusting unit 11. In example embodiments, the control
unit 13 may sequentially provide a plurality of pulse width
control codes to the pulse width adjusting unit 11 by changing
the pulse width control code.

A comparison unit 12 may output comparison data by
comparing the output signal of the pulse width adjusting unit
11 with a plurality of reference voltages. In example embodi-
ments, the comparison unit 12 may compare a level of an
output signal with a level of a reference voltage using a clock
signal.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a com-
parison unit 12 according to an embodiment of the inventive
concept.

Referring to FIG. 3, a comparison unit 12 may receive an
output signal of a pulse width adjusting unit 11, and may
perform comparison between the output signal and a refer-
ence voltage in plurality using a clock signal.

In example embodiments, the comparison unit 12 may
compare a level of the output signal with a level of the refer-
ence voltage at a rising or falling transition time of the clock
signal.

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the comparison unit
12 may include a comparator 121 which compares signals of
a non-inverting input terminal (+) and an inverting input
terminal (-) to output a “1” or “0” signal. An output signal
may be applied to the non-inverting input terminal of the
comparator 121, and a reference voltage signal may be
applied to the inverting input terminal of the comparator 121.
The output signal may be applied to the non-inverting input
terminal of the comparator 121 through a switch selectively
closed by the clock signal, and the reference voltage signal
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may be applied to the inverting input terminal of the com-
parator 121 through a switch selectively closed by the clock
signal.

In example embodiments, the clock signal may be an asyn-
chronous signal the period of which is different from that of
the input signal. However, the inventive concept is not limited
thereto. For example, the clock signal may be a synchronous
signal synchronized with the input signal.

In example embodiments, a period of the clock signal may
be longer than that of the input signal. However, the inventive
concept is not limited thereto. For example, a period of the
clock signal may be shorter than that of the input signal.

The output signal and the reference voltage signal may be
compared at a rising transition time or a falling transition time
ofthe clock signal using the comparison unit 12 of FIG. 3. The
comparator 121 may output “1” when a level of the output
signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage and “0”
when a level of the output signal is lower than a level of the
reference voltage.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, as illustrated in FIG. 3, a duty cycle correcting device
100 may further comprises a reference voltage signal genera-
tor 123 which generates a reference voltage signal according
to a reference voltage control code. In example embodiments,
the reference voltage control code may be provided from a
control unit 13.

In example embodiments, the control unit 13 may change
the reference voltage control code such that a level of an
output signal of the reference voltage signal generator 123 is
changed, and may provide the reference voltage control code
to the reference voltage signal generator 123. In example
embodiments, the control unit 13 may sequentially provide a
plurality of reference voltages by changing the reference
voltage control code.

In other example embodiments, the duty cycle correcting
device 100 may further comprise a sampling unit to sample an
output signal.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a com-
parison unit 12 according to another embodiment of the
inventive concept. As illustrated in FIG. 4, a duty cycle cor-
recting device 100 may further comprise a sampling unit 124
for sampling an output signal to provide a plurality of sample
signals to a comparator 121. In example embodiments, the
sampling unit 124 may sample the output signal periodically
or non-periodically to output a plurality of sample signals.

The comparator 121 may compare a sample signal from the
sampling unit 124 and a reference voltage signal from a
reference voltage signal generator 123 to output comparison
data. In example embodiments, the comparator 121 may out-
put a signal corresponding to “1” when a level of a sample
signal applied to a non-inverting input terminal is higher than
that of a reference voltage signal applied to an inverting input
terminal and a signal corresponding to “0” when a level of a
sample signal applied to the non-inverting input terminal is
lower than that of a reference voltage signal applied to the
inverting input terminal.

As will be described later, in the case that an optimal pulse
width control code is selected by calculating a probability
distribution on the case that a level of a sample signal is higher
than that of a reference voltage, a duty cycle correcting device
100 according to an embodiment of the inventive concept
may calculate the probability distribution more exactly in
proportion to an increase in the number of sample signals
sampled from an output signal. However, in the event that the
duty cycle correcting device 100 is integrated to a chip, it is
difficult to increase the number of sample signals excessively.
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Thus, there is required a technique for deciding the number of
sample signals suitable to satisfy both complexity and reli-
ability of a system.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the sampling unit 124 may output sample signals the
number of which is calculated using the probability that a
sampling value of a pulse signal is “1”.

For example, a sampling process of the sampling unit 124
may be modeled by a transposition process. At this time, the
case that a sampled signal is “1” may be assumed to be
successful and the case that a sampled signal is “0” may be
assumed to be failed.

A state of a signal from which inter symbol interference
(ISI) is removed may designate all cases in a 3-bit pattern. For
example, if a signal of “111” is sampled, a sample signal may
always have a value of “1”. If a signal of “110” or “011” is
sampled, a sample signal may have a value of “1” with the
probability of 0.5.

Thus, the probability “p” that a sampling value of an ISI-
free pulse signal is “1” may be calculated as follows with
respect to eight cases.

(1+2x0.5)

p=—g—— =05

Herein, in the event that a transposition process satisfies a
condition of np} 10 with respect to a sample number “n” and
the probability “n”, the transposition process may be approxi-
mated to a normal distribution. The sample number “n” hav-
ing a confidence interval of (1-¢t) and an allowable error “e”
with respect to a sample group having the normal distribution

may be calculated as follows.

Z

o= pfzga |
nz —

Herein, z(1-0.)/2 may indicate a threshold value where both
ends of the normal distribution becomes an interval of /2. In
other words, “a” may be 0.01 with respect to the confidence
interval of 99%. At this time, z(1-a.)/2 may be 2.58.

Also, if an allowable etror and a confidence interval are
decided to be 1.75% and 99% respectively in the above equa-
tion in view of the stability of system, the sample number “n”
may be 4075.

Thus, the number of sample signals obtained by sampling
an output signal through the sampling unit 124 may be set to
4096 (2'%) more than 4075. However, in the case that the
allowable error and the confidence interval are changed, the
number of sample signals may be more or less than 4096.

The control unit 13 may select one of a plurality of pulse
width control codes to be provided to the pulse width adjust-
ing unit 11 based on comparison data from the comparison
unit 12.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, comparison of plural reference voltages with plural
output signals having different duty cycles may be executed,
a probability density function on the case that each of the
plural output signals is larger than a reference voltage may be
calculated based on the comparison data, and one of the plural
output signals may be selected using the probability density
function.
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FIGS. 5 to 8 are diagrams for describing a process in which
a probability density function is calculated through compari-
son of an output signal of a pulse width adjusting unit 11 with
plural reference voltages.

Asillustrated in FIG. 5, a comparison unit 12 may compare
alevel of an output signal and a level of a reference voltage at
arising transition time of a clock signal. The comparison unit
12 may output a signal corresponding to “1” when a level of
the output signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage
and a signal corresponding to “0” when a level of the output
signal is lower than a level of the reference voltage. In FIG. 5,
since a reference voltage Vref_1 is set to be lower than a
voltage corresponding to an output signal of “0”, all sample
signals sampled from the output signal may have a voltage
higher than the reference voltage Vref 1.

A control unit 13 may count the event that a level of the
output signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage,
based on comparison data output from the comparison unit
12.Inabar graph of FIG. 5, a horizontal axis may indicate the
number of sample signals having a voltage higher than a
reference voltage and a vertical axis may indicate a level of a
reference voltage.

The control unit 13 may change a reference voltage control
code to adjust a level of a reference voltage provided to a
comparator 121 from a reference voltage signal generator
123. In example embodiments, a level of a reference voltage
provided to the comparator 121 may sequentially increase.

In this case, as illustrated in FIG. 6, a reference voltage
Vref 2 may be higher than the reference voltage Vref 1.
The comparison unit 12 may repeat an operation of outputting
comparison data through comparison between a level of the
output signal and a level of the reference voltage executed at
a rising transition time of the clock signal.

Unlike FIG. 5, since the reference voltage Vref 2 is setto
be higher than a voltage corresponding to an output signal of
“0”, as illustrated in FIG. 6, a part of sample signals sampled
from the output signal may have a voltage lower than the
reference voltage Vref 2.

The control unit 13 may count the event that a level of the
output signal is higher than a level of the reference voltage
Vref 2, based on comparison data output from the compari-
son unit 12. A graph of FIG. 6 may show a bar indicating the
number of sample signals each having a voltage higher than
the reference voltage Vref 2, according to a counting result.
As understood from the bar graph of FIG. 6, as a reference
voltage increases, the number of sample signals each having
a voltage higher than the reference voltage may decrease.

As described above, the control unit 13 may increase a
level of a reference voltage applied to the comparison unit 12
by changing a reference voltage control code. At atop of FIG.
7, reference voltages Vref 3 to Vref_n-1 gradually increas-
ing may be illustrated. At a bottom of FIG. 7, there may be
illustrated a bar graph indicating the number of sample sig-
nals each having a voltage higher than a reference voltage
based on comparison data obtained through comparison
between the reference voltage and the output signal.

Finally, as illustrated in FIG. 8, the comparison unit 12 may
compare the output signal with a reference voltage Vref_n
higher than a voltage corresponding to the output signal of
“17. In this case, all sample signals sampled from the output
signal may have a voltage lower than the reference voltage
Vref_n. As a result, as illustrated in FIG. 8, a sample signal
having a voltage higher than the reference voltage Vref_n
may not exist.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the control unit may calculate a cumulative distribution
function (CDF) based on a result obtained by counting the
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event that a level of the output signal is higher than a level of
each of reference voltages. The control unit 13 may calculate
a probability density function (PDF) using the cumulative
distribution function.

FIG. 9 shows graphs of a cumulative distribution function
(CDF) calculated based on comparison data and a probability
density function (PDF) calculated based on the cumulative
distribution function.

A control unit 13 may calculate a cumulative distribution
function (CDF) corresponding to an upper graph of FIG. 9,
based on a result of counting the number of sample signals
each having a voltage higher than each of plural reference
voltages. The control unit 13 may calculate a probability
density function (PDF) corresponding to a lower graph of
FIG. 9 from the cumulative distribution function (CDF). In
example embodiments, the control unit 13 may obtain a prob-
ability density function f(x) with respect to the cumulative
distribution function F(x) using the following equation.

d 3)
—Fx)

f®= 1

In case of an embodiment of FIG. 9, the probability density
function (PDF) may be obtained by calculating a difference
between sample signal numbers with respect to reference
voltages Vref constituting the cumulative distribution func-
tion (CDF).

In the event that an input signal provided to a duty cycle
correcting device 100 according to an embodiment of the
inventive concept is formed of a plurality of pulses each
having “0” or *“17, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the probability
density function (PDF) may indicate that the number NO of
sample signals to a reference voltage Vref_ 1 indicating the
number of sample signals corresponding to “0” and the num-
ber N1 of sample signals to a reference voltage Vref_n indi-
cating the number of sample signals corresponding to “1” are
large.

On the other hand, in FIG. 9, sample signals to reference
voltages Vref 2 to Vref n-1 may exist. The reason may be
that an input signal has a voltage corresponding to an inter-
mediate level between “1” and “0” due to a noise.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the control unit 13 may change a pulse width control
code provided to a pulse width adjusting unit 11 to calculate
the probability density function (PDF) on each of plural pulse
width control codes based on comparison data. The control
unit 13 may calculate a difference between the largest func-
tion value and a second-largest function value in the probabil-
ity density function (PDF).

For example, in the probability density function (PDF)
illustrated in FIG. 9, the control unit 13 may calculate a
difference AN (N1-NO) between the largest function value
N1 and a second-largest function value NO.

FIG. 10 shows graphs of probability density functions cal-
culated with respect to plural pulse width control codes and
differences AN between function values calculated.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, if four pulse width control codes
are provided to a pulse width adjusting unit 11, a control unit
13 may calculate probability density functions PDF1 to PFD4
with respect to the pulse width control codes based on com-
parison data. The control unit 13 may calculate a difference
ANi (i being 1 to 4) between the largest function value and a
second-largest function value with respect to each of the
probability density functions PDF1 to PFD4.
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The control unit 13 may compare the calculated differences
ANI to AN4 to select one, having the smallest difference,
from among the pulse width control codes. In an embodiment
of FIG. 10, a probability density function having the smallest
difference may be a probability density function PDF2. Thus,
the control unit 13 may select a pulse width control code
corresponding to the probability density function PDF2 to
output the selected pulse width control code to the pulse width
adjusting unit 11.

As described above, in a probability density function, the
number NO of sample signals corresponding to a reference
voltage Vref 1 may be a portion corresponding to a pulse
signal of “0”, and the number N1 of sample signals corre-
sponding to a reference voltage Vref n may be a portion
corresponding to a pulse signal of “1”. A duty cycle of an
input signal may be corrected in view of such a point that a
duty cycle of a pulse signal approaches 50% as a difference
AN between the number NO of sample signals corresponding
to the reference voltage Vref 1 and the number N1 of sample
signals corresponding to the reference voltage Vref n
approaches “0”.

FIG. 11 shows output signals according to pulse width
control codes corresponding to graphs of probability density
functions of FIG. 10.

As illustrated in FIG. 11, as a difference AN between the
largest function value and a second-largest function value in
a probability density function PFD on a pulse signal becomes
smaller, a duty cycle of the pulse signal may approach 50%. A
duty cycle of a pulse signal corresponding to a probability
density function PFD2, having the smallest difference N, of
probability density functions of FIG. 10 may be closest to
50%. Thus, a control unit 13 may select a pulse width control
code 2 of pulse width control codes 1 to 4 using the probabil-
ity density function, and may provide the selected control
code to a pulse width adjusting unit 11.

The pulse width adjusting unit 11 may adjust a pulse width
of an input signal in response to the selected pulse width
control code such that a duty cycle of the input signal is
corrected to have about 50%.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating a duty cycle correcting
method according to an embodiment of the inventive concept.
A duty cycle correcting method according to an embodiment
of the inventive concept may be executed using a duty cycle
correcting device 100 according to an embodiment of the
inventive concept. The duty cycle correcting method may
acquire comparison data by comparing each of plural pulse
signals with a plurality of reference voltages and outputting
one of the plurality of pulse signals based on the comparison
data.

As illustrated in FIG. 12, the duty cycle correcting method
200 may include adjusting a pulse width of an input signal
according to a pulse width control code through a pulse width
adjusting unit 11 (S21); comparing an output signal of the
pulse width adjusting unit 11 with a plurality of reference
voltages through a comparison unit 12 (S22); selecting one of
aplurality of pulse width control codes according to compari-
son data of the comparison unit 12 through a control unit 13
(S23); and providing the selected pulse width control code to
the pulse width adjusting unit 11 from the control unit 13.

In example embodiments, to obtain comparison data with
respect to each of the plurality of pulse signals, the duty cycle
correcting method 200 may include adjusting a pulse width of
an input signal according to a pulse width control code
through the pulse width adjusting unit 11; comparing an
output signal of the pulse width adjusting unit 11 with a
plurality of reference voltages through the comparison unit
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12; and changing a pulse width control code to be provided to
the pulse width adjusting unit 122 through the control unit 13.

In other words, to acquire comparison data obtained by
comparing a reference voltage with each of a plurality of
pulse signals, there may be iterated operations of sequentially
changing a pulse width control code provided to the pulse
width adjusting unit 11 through the control unit 13, adjusting
a pulse width of an input signal according to the changed
pulse width control code through the pulse width adjusting
unit 11, and comparing an output signal and a reference
voltage through the comparison unit 12.

In example embodiments, the comparing may include
comparing a level of an output signal with a level of a refer-
ence voltage at a rising or falling transition time of a clock
signal applied to the comparison unit 12.

In example embodiments, the clock signal may be an asyn-
chronous signal having a period different from the input sig-
nal. For example, the clock signal may be an asynchronous
signal the period of which is longer than that of an input
signal. In other example embodiments, the clock signal is a
synchronous signal synchronized with the input signal.

In other example embodiments, the comparing may
include sampling an output signal through a sampling unit
124; and comparing a sample signal from the sampling unit
124 with a reference voltage through the comparison unit 12.
The sampling unit 124 may sample the output signal periodi-
cally or non-periodically to output a plurality of sample sig-
nals.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the duty cycle correcting method 200 may calculate a
probability density function with respect to each of a plurality
of pulse width control code; and selecting one of the plurality
of pulse width control codes using the probability density
function calculated.

For example, to select one of the plurality of pulse signals
based on the comparison data, the duty cycle correcting
method 200 may include calculating a probability density
function (PDF) on the event that a level of an output signal is
higher than a level of a reference voltage, based on compari-
son data through the control unit 13 with respect to each of the
plurality of pulse width control codes; calculating a differ-
ence AN between the largest function value and the second-
largest function value in the probability density function
(PDF) through the control unit 13; and selecting one, having
the smallest difference AN, from among the plurality of pulse
width control codes through the control unit 13.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the calculating a probability density function (PDF) may
include calculating a cumulative distribution function (CDF)
by counting the event that a level of an output signal is higher
thana level of a reference voltage, with respect to the plurality
of reference voltages; and calculating the probability density
function (PDF) using the cumulative distribution function
(CDF).

FIG. 13 is a flow chart for describing an operation of
selecting one of a plurality of pulse width control code
according to an embodiment of the inventive concept.

As illustrated in FIG. 13, such an operation that a control
unit 13 may select one of a plurality of pulse width control
codes based on comparison data (S23) may include opera-
tions of calculating a cumulative distribution function (CDF)
by counting the event that a level of an output signal is higher
than a level of a reference voltage (S231); calculating a prob-
ability density function (PDF) using the cumulative distribu-
tion function (CDF) (S232); calculating a difference AN
between the largest function value and the second-largest
function value in the probability density function (PDF)
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(5233); and selecting one, having the smallest difference AN,
from among the plurality of pulse width control codes (S234).

Then, the control unit 13 may transfer the selected pulse
width control code to a pulse width adjusting unit 11, and the
pulse width adjusting unit 11 may adjust a pulse width of an
input signal according to the selected pulse width control
code. Finally, an output signal of the pulse width adjusting
unit 11 may have a duty cycle corresponding to 50% or a duty
cycle corresponding to approximately 50%.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating a duty cycle correcting
method 300 according to another embodiment of the inven-
tive concept.

As illustrated in FIG. 14, a duty cycle correcting method
300 according to another embodiment of the inventive con-
cept may include providing a Kth pulse width control code to
a pulse width adjusting unit 11 through a control unit 13
(5310); providing an Sth reference voltage control code to a
reference voltage signal generator through the control unit 13
(S320); storing a counting value of comparison data obtained
by comparing a sample signal of a pulse signal with a refer-
ence voltage through the control unit 13 (S330); increasing
“S” by 1 until “S” reaches “N” to iterate operations S320 and
S330 (S335); calculating a probability density function on the
Kth pulse width control code (S350); increasing “K” by 1
until “K” reaches “M” to iterate operations S310 to S350
(S355); comparing probability density functions on M pulse
width control codes (S370); and selecting an optimal pulse
width control code from the M pulse width control codes
(5380).

In example embodiments, the operation S350 may include
calculating a cumulative distribution function using a count-
ing value; and calculating a probability density function from
the cumulative distribution function.

In example embodiments, the operation S370 may include
calculating a difference between the largest function value
and the second-largest function value in the probability den-
sity function with respect to each pulse width control code.

In example embodiments, the operation S380 may include
selecting a pulse width control code having the smallest dif-
ference between the largest function value and the second-
largest function value in the probability density function.

The above-described duty cycle correcting method 200/
300 may be stored at a computer-readable storage medium as
a type of program capable of being executed at a computer.
The computer-readable storage medium may include all sorts
of storage devices where data read by a computer system is
read. For example, the computer-readable storage medium
may include a ROM, a RAM, a CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, a
floppy disk, an optical data storage device, and so on.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a duty
cycle corrector according to an embodiment of the inventive
concept.

As illustrated in FIG. 15, a receiver 400 according to an
embodiment of the inventive concept may include an equal-
izer 41 for equalizing an input signal and a duty cycle correc-
tor 100 for correcting a duty cycle of the equalized signal.

The equalizer 41 may equalize a signal for compensation
of distortion caused when a signal is amplified or transferred.
For example, the equalizer 41 may amplify a high frequency
component of the input signal to remove ISI generated when
apulse of the input signal is distributed by a communications
channel.

The duty cycle corrector 100 may correspond to a duty
cycle correcting device 100 according to an embodiment of
the inventive concept. For example, the duty cycle corrector
100 may include a pulse width adjusting unit 11 to adjust a
pulse width of an input signal according to a pulse width
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control code; a comparison unit 12 to compare an output
signal of the pulse width adjusting unit 11 with a plurality of
reference voltages; and a control unit 13 to select one of the
pulse width control codes to be provided to the pulse width
adjusting unit 11 based on comparison data from the com-
parison unit 12.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the control unit 13 may calculate a probability density
function (PDF) on the event that a level of an output signal is
higher than a level of a reference voltage, based on compari-
son data with respect to each of the plurality of pulse width
control codes, calculate a difference between the largest func-
tion value and the second-largest function value in the prob-
ability density function, and select one, having the smallest
difference, from among the pulse width control codes to
output it to the pulse width adjusting unit 11.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the control unit 13 may calculate a cumulative distribu-
tion function by counting the event that a level of an output
signal is higher than a level of a reference voltage, with
respect to a plurality of reference voltages and calculate the
probability density function using the cumulative distribution
function.

In accordance with an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept, the input signal may be a data signal for transferring data
using a pulse. An output signal of the duty cycle corrector 100
may be corrected to have a duty cycle of 50%.

There may be described duty cycle correcting device and
method and a receiver using the same configured such that
comparison data is acquired through comparison of each of
pulse signals, having different duty cycles, with a plurality of
reference voltage, a probability density function on each
pulse signal is calculated based on the comparison data, and
one of the pulse signals is selected using the probability
density function.

In accordance with the duty cycle correcting device and
method and the receiver using the same, a duty cycle may be
corrected using a low-speed asynchronous signal the period
of which is longer than that of an input pulse signal. Also,
there may be corrected a duty cycle of a clock signal having
regularly iterated pulses and a duty cycle of a data signal
having irregular pulses. In the event that a duty cycle of a data
signal is corrected to have 50%, a jitter noise of a pulse signal
may be reduced and a bit error rate (BER) may be reduced.
Thus, the performance of a communications system may be
improved.

While the inventive concept has been described with ref-
erence to exemplary embodiments, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications may
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention. Therefore, it should be understood that the
above embodiments are not limiting, but illustrative.

What is claimed is:

1. A duty cycle correcting device comprising:

a pulse width adjusting unit which adjusts a pulse width of

an input signal according to a pulse width control code;

a comparison unit which compares an output signal of the

pulse width control unit with a plurality of reference
voltages; and

a control unit which selects one of a plurality of pulse width

control codes based on comparison data from the com-
parison unit and provides the selected pulse width con-
trol code to the pulse width adjusting unit,

wherein the control unit calculates a probability density

function, associated with each of the plurality of pulse
width control codes based on the comparison data, cal-
culates a difference between the largest function value
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and the second-largest function value in the probability
density function, and selects one, having the smallest
difference, from among the plurality of pulse width con-
trol codes to output the selected pulse width control code
to the pulse width adjusting unit.

2. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 1, wherein the
comparison unit compares a level of the output signal with a
level ofa reference voltage at a rising or falling transition time
of a clock signal.

3. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 2, wherein the
clock signal is an asynchronous signal the period of which is
different from that of the input signal.

4. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 1, further
comprising:

a sampling unit which samples the output signal periodi-

cally, and

wherein the comparison unit compares a sample signal

from the sampling unit with the plurality of reference
voltages.

5. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 1, wherein the
control unit changes a pulse width control code such that a
pulse width of the output signal is changed to provide a
plurality of pulse width control codes sequentially to the
pulse width control unit.

6. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 1, wherein the
control unit calculates a cumulative distribution function by
counting the event that a level of the output signal is higher
than a level of a reference voltage, with respect to each of the
plurality of reference voltages and calculates the probability
density function using the cumulative distribution function.

7. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 1, wherein the
input signal is a data signal for transferring data using a pulse.

8. A duty cycle correcting device comprising:

a pulse width adjusting unit which adjusts a pulse width of

an input signal according to a pulse width control code;

a comparison unit which compares an output signal of the

pulse width control unit with a plurality of reference
voltages;

acontrol unit which selects one of a plurality of pulse width

control codes based on comparison data from the com-
parison unit and provides the selected pulse width con-
trol code to the pulse width adjusting unit; and

a reference voltage signal generator which receives a ref-

erence voltage control code from the control unit and
generates a signal having a voltage set by the reference
voltage control code, the signal being input to the com-
parison unit.

9. The duty cycle correcting device of claim 8, wherein the
control unit changes the reference voltage control code such
that a voltage of a signal from the reference voltage signal
generator is changed to control such that the plurality of
reference voltages is sequentially provided to the comparison
unit.

10. A duty cycle correcting method comprising:

adjusting a pulse width of an input signal according to a

pulse width control code, through a pulse width adjust-
ing unit;

comparing an output signal of the pulse width control unit

with a plurality of reference voltages, through a com-
parison unit;

selecting one of a plurality of pulse width control codes

based on comparison data from the comparison unit,
through a control unit; and

providing the selected pulse width control code to the pulse

width adjusting unit through the control unit,
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wherein the selecting comprises:

calculating a probability density function, associated
with each of the plurality of pulse width control codes
based on the comparison data through the control
unit;

calculating a difference between the largest function
value and the second-largest function value in the
probability density function through the control unit;
and

selecting one, having the smallest difference, from
among the plurality of pulse width control codes
through the control unit.

11. The duty cycle correcting method of claim 10, wherein
the comparing comprises:

comparing a level of the output signal with a level of a

reference voltage at a rising or falling transition time of
a clock signal.

12. The duty cycle correcting method of claim 11, wherein
the clock signal is an asynchronous signal the period of which
is different from that of the input signal.

13. The duty cycle correcting method of claim 10, wherein
the comparing comprises:

sampling the output signal periodically through a sampling

unit; and

comparing a sample signal from the sampling unit with the

plurality of reference voltages through the comparison
unit.

14. The duty cycle correcting method of claim 10, wherein
the calculating a probability density function comprises:

calculating a cumulative distribution function by counting

the event that a level of the output signal is higher than a
level of a reference voltage, with respect to each of the
plurality of reference voltages; and

calculating the probability density function using the

cumulative distribution function.

15. A receiver comprising:

an equalizer which equalizes an input signal; and

a duty cycle corrector which corrects a duty cycle of the

equalized signal,

wherein the duty cycle corrector comprises:

a pulse width adjusting unit which adjusts a pulse width of

an input signal according to a pulse width control code;

a comparison unit which compares an output signal of the

pulse width control unit with a plurality of reference
voltages; and

a control unit which selects one of a plurality of pulse width

control codes based on comparison data from the com-
parison unit,

wherein the control unit calculates a probability density

function, associated with each of the plurality of pulse
width control codes based on the comparison data, cal-
culates a difference between the largest function value
and the second-largest function value in the probability
density function, and selects one, having the smallest
difference, from among the plurality of pulse width con-
trol codes to output the selected pulse width control code
to the pulse width adjusting unit.

16. The receiver of claim 15, wherein the control unit
calculates a cumulative distribution function by counting the
event that a level of the output signal is higher than a level of
a reference voltage, with respect to each of the plurality of
reference voltages and calculates the probability density
function using the cumulative distribution function.

17. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
configured to store a program for executing a duty cycle
correcting method comprising:
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adjusting a pulse width of an input signal according to a
pulse width control code, through a pulse width adjust-
ing unit;

comparing an output signal of the pulse width control unit
with a plurality of reference voltages, through a com-
parison unit;

selecting one of a plurality of pulse width control codes
based on comparison data from the comparison unit,
through a control unit; and

providing the selected pulse width control code to the pulse
width adjusting unit through the control unit,

wherein the selecting comprises:

calculating a probability density function, associated with
each of the plurality of pulse width control codes based
on the comparison data through the control unit;

calculating a difference between the largest function value
and the second-largest function value in the probability
density function through the control unit; and

selecting one, having the smallest difference, from among
the plurality of pulse width control codes through the
control unit.
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